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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent an optical disk from being erroneously recorded by sensing 
a write protection seal for shutting off the light to pass through and 
inhibiting the recording on the optical disk. 

CONSTITUTION: When the optical disk 1 is under rotation by driving of disk 
motor 2, a light emitting element 15 emits the light to a light receiving 
element 16 through a transparent area 13 of the optical disk 1. The write 
protection seal 18 is stuck on the transparent area 13, so that the light is 
interrupted in its throwmg on the light receiving element 16 once during one 
rotation of the optical disk 1, This condition is sensed by a write protection 
circuit 17 to inform a control circuit 9 of the inhibition of recording the 
optical disk 1. Consequently, a linear motor 7 is stopped m its driving. 
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